
O
n the morning of August 29, 
2005, an ominous, grayish-
green wall of water smashed the 
coastline of Biloxi, Mississippi. 

Considered by the National Weather Service 
as one of the worst storms to hit the United 
States, Hurricane Katrinaôs destructive 
swath stretched over 300 miles ï from Ba-
ton Rouge, Louisiana, to Mobile, Alabama. 
Katrinaôs storm surge was greatest along the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast.

ñWe had a crane barge in Biloxiôs back 
bay when Katrina came ashore. From the 
debris on the craneôs boom, I think the surge 
was over 30-feet high,ò says Robert Baker, 
General Manager of Baker Pile Driving & 
Site Work, (Madisonville, LA), a marine and 
land contractor in Mississippi and Louisiana. 
ñKatrina threw our barges and equipment 
around pretty good.ò 

Biloxi, with its thriving gaming industry, 
sits along the Mississippi gulf coast. In the 
days and weeks following the storm, people 
assessed the damage to their business and 
family lives. Individuals were asking, ñHow 
do we rebuild?ò Casino owners were asking 
the same question.

When Katrina made her unwelcome 
landing, many of the casinos along Missis-
sippiôs coast sat on barges, usually a series of 
barges. Most of the casinos were damaged 
beyond repair ï some even thrown onshore.

But one casino was built differently from 
the rest. 

The Beau Rivage casino was designed 
more like an oil platform ï with its barges 
submerged underwater. On top of this 
structure sits the casino and a 32-story 
luxury hotel overlooking the Gulf of Mexico. 
The design allowed the storm surge to pass 
underneath the structure above, while the 
barges remained underwater. Although its 
unique design prevented total destruction, 
the immense energy created by Hurricane 
Katrinaôs rush of water still caused extensive 
damage to the Beau Rivage ï both above and 
below water. 

Structural beams connecting the barges 
to the superstructure were ripped apart. 
Many of the connections between the barges 
showed signs of cracking. 

To ý x the underwater damage, Eagle Div-
ing & Marine Services was called in to assist 
the Beau Rivage Restoration Project. A divi-
sion of Baker Pile Driving & Site Work, Eagle 
has provided diving services since 2002.

At the outset, the Beau Rivage set the 
one year anniversary of Katrina, August 29, 
2006, as the re-opening date. To meet the 
deadline, the casino categorized repairs as 
either critical path or maintenance. 
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These Games Werenõt Rigged




